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NEW PLAN PROPOSED New State Taxes Proposed
A GIFT SUGGESTIONby Governor-Ele- ct Gardner

A i si,,,, tho rnllatjrnl inheritance tax from 5 to 7 ',4 Dor
TO RAISE STATE TAXES

Gardner in Address to Invited Con-

ference Shows How Revenue

May Be Raised

....font Kstimntnil annual viekl
(This entire inheritance tax to be

revenue fund, the appropriation to the
fmm th trnnora revenue fund direct.)
B General inheritance tax, 3 per cent

(Our Supreme Court has decided a
constitutional.!
C Tax on capital and surplus or on gross

rations
D Income tax
E Mortgage recording tax
F Secured debt taxterest ranging from 6 to 7 per cent.

G Soft drinks, manufacturers and dispensers
H Increase saloon licenses to $500
I Picture shows, pool rooms, theatres
J Tobacco, manufacturers and retailers ....
K Increase oil tax from 1U to Z4c per barrel
L Tax on output of mines (coal and mineral)
M A general State poll tax of $1

Present annual revenue

Total
Or for biennial period.
Less one- - third for public schools

Balance

Have you been worrying about what to get lor a
Christmas present ?

If you have, let us solve that problem MOST SATIS-

FACTORILY for you, no matter for whom such present is

desired.

A year's subscription $ 1.00 will place

THE FARMINGTON TIMES

in the hands of your relative or friend every week during

the year 1917, and for at least fifty-t-wo times will remind

them most pleasantly of your thoughtfulness. Can you

think of anything else that will so abundantly do this,
even at a much greater cost to you?

THE FARMINGTON TIMES

is getting better every week, and it is already recognized
as one of the VERY BEST county papers in the entire
State of Missouri. Its circulation is growing at a rate
never before equalled by any St. Francois county paper in
history.

Bring in or send us $ 1.00, together with the address
you desire the paper sent, and we will do the rest, each
week throughout the entire New Year. Do this and THE

TIMES management will guarantee greater satisfaction on
the part of the recipient of your $1.00 investment than
you can possibly secure in any other manner.

The Farmington Times
A. W. BRADSHAW. Editor and Manager

PHONE 59 FARMINGTON. MO.

Present deficiency ....$2,000,000
For equipping penitentiary, for State industries,

road building, farm and reformatory ( under
new plan) 1,500,000

Total $3,500,000

Total available for biennial appropriations $11,600,000
Present available, less one-thir- d for school 7,766,700

Leaving net amount available for
(If all the suggestions are approved the amount specined wilt De avail

able for 1917-1- 8 over 1915-16- .)

sides, to meet the penitentiary situ-
ation. He has told us that the only-

le Would Not Increase Real Estate
AwessmenU (Says It Would Prac-
tically Mean Single Tax), But
Would Tax Privileges Cites Cali-

fornia, Where State is Thus Sup-

ported Without a Single Penny from
Either Real Estate or Personal
Taxes Suggests Cutting Out Con-

tingent Appropriations for Govern-
or and Other Departments of State,
Eliminating Useless Clerkships and
Other Sources of Leakage.

"I have invited you to assemble in
thia city today," (Friday, December
8), Baid Governor-ele- ct Gardner, "to
form what we might call a revenue or
tax commission. You are here as cit-

izens to consider the critical condi-

tion of the State's finances, and to go
over this problem from every angle
for the purpose of formulating res-

olutions to be embodied later in bills
to be presented to the incoming Leg-

islature and to be acted upon by that
' body.

"I feel assured that the recommen-
dations of this representative gath-
ering will have great weight with the
Legislature, and I can say to you now
that I pledge you my earnest support
in carrying out whatever agreement
may be reached by this honorable
body.

State's Finances Deplorable.
"The condition of the State's finan-

ces is deplorable. They must be re-

habilitated and that at once.
"On the 31st of this month, the con-

tract labor system of the penitentiary
will expire. On that date 2700 con-

victs will be left without employment,
with idle hands, idle brains and prac
tically emotv stomachs because the
tienitentiarv has exhausted its credit
and, on Jan. 1, will have unpaid debts
amounting to over $200,000.

"At a conference which I called
and which assembled in this .city sev
eral davs aeo. this penitentiary ques
tion was considered for two days. The
resolutions unanimously adopted by
this conference recommended a com
plete reform of the penitentiary and
other penal institutions of this State.
These resolutions provided lor:

A board of control.
The Durchase of a farm.
The building of a reformatory.
Development of the State industries.
The building of roads.
These resolutions have my hearty

and enthusiastic support. To put
these reforms into execution, howev-
er, will require the expenditure of a
large sum of money.

Large Sums Needed.

"It is not necessary for me to tell
you that to develop a large State in-

dustry, carry a stock of merchandise,
purchase machinery, extend lines of
credit, etc., involve a great deal of
money. To buy a large farm, build
a reformatory and to buy machinery
for building roads will require ac-

cording to my estimate $1,500,000.
Added to this is a deficiency of

which the incoming adminis-
tration must face. This amount is
now carried by local banks largely m
various parts of the State with in- -

Such
tobacco
enjoyment
as you never thought
could be is yours to
command quick as
you buy some Prince
Albert and fire-u- p a
pipe or a home-mad- e

cigarette !

Prince Albert gives
you every tobacco sat-
isfaction your smoke-appeti- te

ever hankered
for. That's because
it's made by a patented
process that curs out

"I have received many suggestions
for improving the State's finances.
Most of them must be eliminated be-

cause they conflict with our present
State constitution, wnicn was auopi-e- d

40 years ago and is altogether
for our requirements today.

For instance: Many have suggested
that the tax rate be doubled, thus
making it 30 cents instead of 15 cents.
Others have suggested a graduated
land tax. Others have said we should
have a different rate of taxation on
real estate from that on personal pro-

perty.
"The suggestion has also been made

that the State collect her taxes on one
basis and the counties on another.

None of these suggestions can be
carried out under our present Consti-

tution.
'Others have suggested that we

amend the Constitution or have a new
one. Both the Democratic and the Re- -

nublican parties are committed to
submitting to the people the question
of callintr a constitutional convention.
This question, however, could not be
voted upon for two years; and, if
adopted, it will then be two years be
fore tne people vote on me consmu-tio-

and perhaps another year would
be required to place it in operation. So
it is utterly useless to talk of meeting
the present emergency by changing
the Constitution.

Farm Land Question.
"The suggestion has also been made

to permit the Board of Equalization to
raise the valuation of farm lands suf-

ficiently to bring in all the revenue the
State needs. Perhaps nothing is so
little understood as the question of
farm and land taxation, lhc total
assessed value of farm lands in this

"This is an increase in ten years of
about 33 per cent in the assessed val-- !
nation of these lands, or a larger in- -
crease than has been made in the as- -

sessment of city property.
"Suppose, for instance, this valu- -

ation is only 33 3 per cent, and that
city real estate is assessed at w t-- J

per cent. It tne Taim lanus, mere-for-

were doubled in assessed value,
they would yield annually $742,508,-5- 7

additional revenue. Two hundred
forty seven thousand, four hundred
sixtv-seve- n dollars would immedi
ately be returned to the public schools,
so that the net revenue available
would be only $495,000.

"If the farm lands were increased
to their full valuation, and city pro
perty increased to its full valuation,
it would be placing a larger burden on
the city than it at present Dears

an increase of 66 2-- 3 per cent
on farm values would not be so great

as an increase of 33 3 per cent on
city property. And were these two
increases made, in view of the small
amount of personal property returned
under our present system, it would
practically mean that the State was
run on the single tax plan which has
been overwhelmingly condemned by

j the people of this State.
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5,600,000

$11,325,000
22,650,000

7,550,000

$15,100,000

1917-1- 8 .$ 3,833,700

thousands. Two-third- s of the agri-
cultural counties of Missouri are los-

ing steadily in population.
"Does not this condition, gentle-

men, indicate that great care should
be taken lest we impose an unneces-
sary burden, or any burden that can
possibly be avoided, upon the bended
backs of these citizens of our State?
Does not the price of food supplies
indicate that conditions should be
better in rural communities, so that
they may attract people from the ci-

ties and other States to engage in
agriculture and thereby increase the
supply of food products?

"I do not wish you to understand
that this indicates any policy that
I may pursue as a member of the
Board of Equalization. I will cross
that bridge when I come to it, and
will do my duty rearlessly as I see
it at that time. But no change in
that respect would be available for at
least a year and a half, while our
emergency is one of today.

"Our trouble in Missouri, as it ap-

pears to me, is that we have felt that
we should wear a man's suit of
clothes. That is to say, we have felt
that we have outgrown old ways of
doing things here, and that we should
get in line with other progressive
States and have ordered our alfairs
conducted in a corresponding manner.
But we have been willing to pay only
for the boy's size suit of clothes.

Demands on the State.
"The Department of Commerce, Bu-

reau of the Census, No. 8 4787, of
Aug. 14, 1916, says that the average
per capita expenditure for all govern-
mental costs, including interests, etc.,
in the 48 States was 5.03. Missouri's
cost was $2.25, or about 40 per cent
of the average. It might be said that
the demands upon the State Govern-
ment of Missouri are very similar to
those upon our sister State, Illinois.
The general revenue fund of the State
of Illinois for 1914 was $23,560,966, or
exactly $4 per capita.

"For i914 Missouri's general reve-

nue fund was $5,547,117.64, or $1.70
per capita. Now, just how it is pos-
sible for Missouri, whose conditions
are exactly similar to those of Illi-

nois, to carry on her State govern-
ment on $1.70 per capita, where Illi
nois is spending $4, and other States
on an average of $5.03, is the question
that confronts us. It might be plain
to any fair-mind- man that it is im-

possible.
"In 1916 the total revenues of the

State will be $5,600,000. Of this
amount $3,000,000 goes for education
al nurnoses. leaving only approxi
mately $2,600,000 to carry on all of
the activities of the State government
of 3,500,000 people. It is out of the
question and must be remedied and
that at once. I propose to see that
every dollar of your money which you
spend while I am Governor brings
vou the maximum of service.

"I expect to rigidly enforce busi
ness principles in every department
over which I have authority. 1 ex
pect to practice all business economy
consistent with good service, which I
know you demand. I expect to start
this economy in the Governor s ottice.

"For instance, the State has been
appropriating $7500 biennially for the
Governor's contingent fund, this fund
to cover traveling expenses, station
ery, etc., and is a perfectly legitimate
allowance. But with the present
financial condition of the State, I ex
nect to get along without it. I shall
not ask for it. '

Economy in Legislature.
"I have talked with a number of

Senators and Representatives and all
of them have agreed that economy
shall be practiced in the organization
of the Legislature, and that all use-

less clerks shall be dispensed with. It
is generally agreed that a considera- -

, ... : .. .1 ., ;., ... n.intUie SUIU 18 wasieu in UUiiiuai.c (miiil
inor of State documents. This shall al
so be looked into. But when these
items are all placed together they can
account for only a fraction of
what we require. I have thought of
n number of sources from which rev
enue could be raised, and from which
revenue is raised in other States, and
I now submit them for your consid-

eration, together with an estimated
recapitulation should all of these rev-

enue measures be enacted into law.
"If the Constitution permits, the

duties of the State Board of Equali-
zation should be given over to a

board of tax experts and
charged with all other duties of a tax
commission.

"i recommend that this commission
wr. v- .hld. invesH"i4e the jus- -

System in other States.
"It would also mean that we were

adopting a policy in Missouri exactly
contrary to the thought of cvery.other
State in the Union. Most of the States
are now leaving the taxation of their
real estate and personal property to
the counties, and the State is support-
ed largely by taxes on what might be
called privilgees, or special property
taxes.

"I am submitting to you herewith a
statement of the receipts from taxa-
tion of the State of California for the
last year of over $20,000,000, from
which it will be observed that not one
pennv is received from cither real esr " . . r ,..

e or personal taxes oi nuiviuua,,.
ffrm wh,at might be caled

privilege The same plan ho ds
in almost all of our other States

tlelZt Vie, of it, it must
be borne in min(, that upon thcse
- , ds o Miaib0ur; re3ts the fu- -

ture of the stat(!i Tne farmer is to
day engaged in a less productive m- -

dustry than any in the State. We have
stood idlv bv and watched the decrease
of our rural population from 66 per
cent 5Q years a(f0 to about 29 per cent
at the present time

"We have watched conditions
change from no tenant worked farms
to a present day condition of 33
per cent of our farmers being tenants.
What we want to do is to secure ior
the farmer cheaper money; to build
good roads so that his produce can be
brought to market cheaply; to give
him scientific education.

Money to Farmers High.
"When he has these advantages

then the question of farm taxation
will solve itself by natural processes.
Farmers of Missouri are paying from
6 to 10 per cent for the use of money.
In the city we are able to obtain
money at 4 per cent. Boys and girls
are being driven from the farm by the
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viMWcl k
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ticc of paying the county collectors
$500,000 biennially for collecting the
State revenues. This is about 8 per
cent of the amount collected. The
State should pay its proportion of the
amount collected and the counties
should pay their proportion. That is
to say, the State should pay $liw,uuu
instead of $500,000.

Would Amend Law.

'It seems to me that this law should
be amended, thus saving the State
about $400,000 biennially.

The automobile taxes ot Missouri
are entirely too low and are out of
proportion to this tax in other .states.
I expect to recommend to the Legis
lature that our tax on automobiles be
raised so that it will yield about

annually. This fund should be
set aside largely for building good
roads.

"In conclusion, gentlemen, allow me
to thank you again for your presence
today. I know that you are mspireu
with a patriotic desire to help solve
this problem and to bring order out
of chaos; to help make our beloved
State all that nature and destiny in-

tended she should be; and I know that
you will approach this question from
that standpoint.

"These are not political questions,
and men of all parties should take
nride in helping to solve them wisely
and fairly. I promise you today that
everything in my power shall be done
to assist you and to assist the Legis-
lature with that end in view.

"It is a great problem. It is one in
which the people should work to
gether in solving, and I believe that
I will have the support of, and that
my hands will be upheld by, the good
people of this State regardless of par
ty affiliations in my efforts to bring
about a result.- -

WHAT IS GOING TO
HAPPEN NEXT?

If there is one thing which is reg
ularlv said oftener than another
yes, oftener than all other things put
together wnen tne puouc uusmess
gets tangled in this country oi ours,
it is that what we need above every
thing is a business man to take hold
in a business way, with none of the
timidities and petty expediencies
which weaken the touch of the mere
office-seekin- g politician. We are ac-

customed to say that we should all
rise to the support of such a ma- n-
that we would put ourselves behind
him, strengthen his hands, and stay in
the trenches until his plans become
achievements. We have said that a
man of sense, character and experi-
ence who would trust the people could
not fail of support.

Well, we in Missouri have been tak-
en at our word. Fred Gardner, a suc-

cessful manufacturer, with a special
gift, ripened and tested by many years
of experience, of securing efficiency
in large organizations, has become
Governor-elec- t of Missouri at a time
when the State's finances are in a sad
snarl.

He has looked the situation over.
He is not trying to break anything

gently to us. He has no sympathy
with the kind of mercy that notified
the severity of amputating the dog's
tail by taking off an inch a day. He
has told us bluntly that we owe at
least $1,700,000, which may be

when all accounts are in, and
that we need $1,500,000 at once, be

thing to do is to pay our debts and to
meet our expenses as they arise, ami
that to do this we must tax ourselves
accordingly.

We ve got our business man. He
has dealt with us with exactly that
blunt, nonpolitician-lik- e frankness we
have been saying we yearned for all
these years. Now, what is going to
happen next?

Are we going to make good our
promises of and support?

Is r red Gardner s administration
going to prove that the public spirit
ed business man cannot do better than
to give his time and strength ami
business training to the service f
his fellow-citizen- or is it going to
prove that our loyalty to the desired
leader is a virtue of our imagination
only, utterly failing when the real

man steps out in frost
of the ranks, and sounds the advance''

Editorial in Monday's Republic.

MESSAGE TO LIBERAL EUROPK

The great mass of American opin-
ion can be won only by proof that,
Europe is dominated by liberals. An
arrangement with Tories and chan-vinist- s

and imperialists is unthink-
able, and Americans are watching with
some misgiving the internal politico
of Britain and Germany. They would
take no responsibility for the peace of
Europe if policy is to be dictated bj
men like Carson, Northcliffe and Cur-zo-

The news which has come to vx
in the last few months has been a se-

rious setback to the propaganda for
an abandonment of isolation. Amon
the most important items of such news
are these:

The proposal for a war after tie
war by means of tariffs, boycotts and
what not. If this is attempted it will
drive us into isolation. If successful
it will ultimately push us into the
arms of Germany.

The muddle of Ireland, which ha.;
made America question the liberalisir
of Britain and the sincerity of her
talk about small nationalities or the
good faith of her interest in Poles.
Danes and Alsatians.

The activity of Japan and Russii
in China.

The publication of a blacklist. Thfc
is regarded by most Americans as u
disruption of the world's commerce.
not as a military measure against. , . ...T,T ' t f 1Germany, witn uermany anu an urb
adjoining neutrals blockaded, America
sees no sense in the measure, and re-
gards it as an attempt to destroy
Germany, not as an effort to conquer
her military power. It is regarded
by Americans as insulting and as aa
invasion of their rights.

We do not' believe that these meas-
ures represent the1 will of liberal Eng-

land. They represent the reaction i
wartime. The, New Republic.

Nervous Women.
When the nervousness is caused bj

constipation, as is often the case, yon
will got quick relief by taking Cham-
berlain's Tablets. These Tablets also
improve the digestion. Obtainable
everywhere. adv.

TOOTHSOME MEATS

Of every description can always be
secured at Autsen's Meat Market.
$5.00 Coupon Books for $4.85. Gove
meat is our specialty. Phone 53.

bite and parch! Prince Albert has always
been sold without coupons or premiums.
We prefer to give quality

prince
A Dr. R. E. Walsh QQ

GfeeDentistM
BVMTvniTir. pnnM s FARMINGTON, MO.

has a flavor as different as it is delightful You never
And that isn't strange, either.

Men who think they can't smoke
rette can smoke and will smoke if they use Prince
Albert. And smokers who have not yet given P. A. a try-o- ut

certainly have a big surprise and a lot of enjoyment
coming their way as soon as they invest in a supply.
Prince Albert tobacco will tell its own story !

R. J. REYNOLDS TOBACCO CO, Winstoa-Salem- , N. C

Buy Princm Albert every-

where tobacco it sold in
toppyred bag, 5c; tidy red
tint, 10c; handsome pound
and Half-poun-d tin humi
don and that corking fine
pound crystal-glas- s humi-

dor with sponge-moi- st ener
top that keen the tobacco
in uch ti ctr , un u.'i- -.

Best dental work by the latest methods and guaranteed

PAINLESS EXTRTRACTIONS A SPECIALTY

PlloiroK 0"e No. lit; Residew 273


